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BY DAVID

® SHOUTING FROM CHINA,
Helene Chung (Penguin,
$16.99)
THIS cxpanded edition of
Shouting from China includes
chapters written in the wake of
last year's pro-democracy dem-
onstrations.

Helene Chung spent three
?_um in China as ABC radio’s
irst woman foreign correspon-
dent. The time¢ she spent there
is the basis for this book.

which covers a big variety of

?_s ts of China and Chinese
ife.

Chung has a keen cyc for
both the minature, such as the
infestation of insects in her flat
and her desire for Western
food while in China, and the
broader scheme of things, such
as the political situation and
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Keen eye for inscrutable

lt;c general feeling of the peo-
ple.

Her story presents a nation
which is complexly contradic-
tory. a nation which both
admires and is suspicious of
things Western: a nation which
15 torn by the demands of
liberalisation and the inherent
conservatism of a one-party
state.
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Chung's first reaction 1o the
carnival atmospheré of the
student demonstration was
disbelief. Her account is wor-
thy because of i1ts detail. She
notes, for instance, the stu-
dents’ lack of homogeneity in
their demands, and their con-
fusion over the meaning of de-
mocracy. The account is both
moving and detached.




