ALl

’

*Page 30—The Sun. Seturder. August 6, 1988

roem b

b

weed

o

® RIGHT:Aus-
tralion-born
Helene Chung,
the first
female posted
obroad by the
ABC, waos
brought up on
Snugglepot
and Cuddlepie
ond didn't
speak @ word
of Chinese be-
fore her Beij-
ing posting.
But she hod
warked over-
scas in Europe,
Asio and
Egypt and her
insights into
Chinese poli-
tics are astute
ond shrewd.

SHOUTING from China was a
title Helene Chung couldn't
resist for her book about her
three years in Beijing as the
ABC's foreign correspondent.

Helene, a fourth-generation,
Tasmanian Chinese, believes she
was the first womun posted
abroad by the ABC and the first
Auntraliun Chinese appointed by
an agency in China.

Chinese phone technology has
improved, she says, but only by
shouting could she be heard dur-
ing 1983-80 if the connection was
made

Her male interpreter bhad a loud
volee but Ib could take five hours
1o get 90 seconds on air

There's the climate, too. “Bely
Ing throat Is the most common
allment among newcomers”
Helene says

Winter temperatures plunge to
minus 15 deg C.

As gritty dust from the Gobl
Desert in Mongolia seeps through
every window cruck. and heavy
white dust storms blanket the
city in Aprili the dry climate
hardens and cracks skinas

By the time Helene left Beljing,
the three-month-long winter diet
of Chinese cabbage had yielded
to lettuces, green broccoll and
firm red tomatoes.

Rude and sullen service In the
Friendship Store smartened up
when the People's Daily ran a
letter of complaint from Anna
Chennuult, widow ol a US general
who wiis a volunteer Flving Tiger
in World War 2, Anns said store
hands treated customers s the
enemy

Helene had doubts about the

It's astory t
shout about
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tin-mines, made his money and
went home in the 18805

Around 1900, her grandfuther
came to work In the mines,
stayed, set up a business and
brought out his wife.

Heleng's mother wis born In
Hobart and married a young
Chinese Immigrant

“So 1 was brought up on Snug-
glepot and Cuddiepie. I didn't
speak a word of the lunguage,”
Helene says.

She had just done a crash
course in Japunese Lo tuke up a
two-month Journalism scholar-
ship In Japan, when she was
posted to Beljing.

To people who don't speak
Chinese, Helene sounds im-
pressive,

Chinese leaders. she says, want
foreign Investment in technology
and Western expertise, but not
the “spiritual poliution™ of West-
ern ideas,

“China doesn't want pornogra-
phy, Western democracy or free-
dom of religion. All are contaml.
nants,” Helene sald

Growing numbers of overseas
Chinese from south-cast Asia, the

"Yes, there were restrictions,”
Helene sald.

“We had to live in a walled
compound that Chinese were not
sllowed to enter without signing
books.

*Chinese who had what uuthor-
Ities considered too much con-
tact with foreigners are now in
prison.™

She was not allowed into
homes of Chinese [riends.

China, Helene says, 15 goling
through its third revolution; the
first, In 1911, overthrew the last
emperor; in the second, in 1949,
Mao Tse Tung defeated Lhe Nat-
lonalists and set up the People's
Republic,

In the third, In December 1078,
Deng Xiao Ping, the new leader,
started to modernise China.

“But the ‘open door® policy has
led to corruption at the highest
level,” Helene says.

“Thousands of people were ¢x-
egcuted in my first few months, by
u single ballet in the back of the
head, for ‘spiritual pollution’

“Law enforcement officers can't
enforce the law against people
above them™

In 1886, Helene says, there was
o campaign against “tigers” —
corrupt top officials,

It did not last, she says. “All
they did was shoot some ‘tiges
cubs', sons of high officials, ac-
cused of erimes.”

Helene also 5goke of the prob-
lem of “black babies”, children
outside the quota permitted for
births, who have no identifica-
tion, no papers for rations,
schools, living.

And AIDS. Forelgn residents
must havean AIDS test "AIDS is 1
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Helene had doubts about the
Chinese sense of humor, “It's
different.” But some of her book
is very funny.

“A Westerner working In China
needs patience and a sense of
humor,” she wams.

Before joining the ABC in 1971
:If:er lxgot Mrfmm;: g dAmm
slx years o an,

and American history,

She worked overseas n Europe,
Asia and Egypt and her insights
Into Chinese politics are astute
and shrewd,

Her book has three aspects:
current events in China, working
conditions for fore nNOWs cor-
respondents and China's attitude
to overseas-born Chinese.

She visited the country of her
nmest.ox‘; ua Lhe sg:‘t‘h. Tul sul’mn
county uangdong provinee,
from where most early Victorian
Chinese came.

Helene's great-grandfather
went to Tasmania to work in the

Growing numbers of overseas
Chinese from south-eanst Asia, the
USs, Kong, even Australia,
want to invest in China. in joint
ventures like hotels and manu-
facturing.
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And AIDS. Foreign residents
must have an AIDS test. “AIDS is
one of the great fears of China,”
she says

® Shouting from China, by

Helene Chung (Penguin), $14.99,

® Gritty dust and heavy white dust storms from the Gobi Desert in

Mongolia maoke life difficult for Beijing's citizens.




