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The title refers to the poor telephone connections
which hampered Helene Chung’s work as ABC
correspondent in Beijing between 1983 and 1986. Her
account and analysis of conditions, politics and
changein the People’s Republic of Chinaisinterwoven
with a personal story. Even for an overseas Chinese,
trying to understand and unravel the complexities of

China can be frustrating and difficult. The book is
illustrated with photographs, indexed and easy to
read. R. Grahame
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