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AS an overseas Chinese working In China
Helene Chung felt forelgn, As a non-Mandarin
as a Journalist

she was frustrated by that country’s secrecy,
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Chung on China:

18803, lured by the rich allu.

vinl tin mines in Tasmania.
One hundred yenrs Inter, in 1983,
his great granddaughter, Helene
Chung, went to China ns an ABC
correspandent.

She was the first woman posted
abraad by the ABC, the first
" Australian Chinese sppointed to
China, and one of a small number
of oversens Chinese who have
worked in Beijing as foreign cor-
respondents. It was also her first
visit to the land of her forebears.
. But China proved to be a coun-

. Iry in which she felt as alien az Jin

Gee Chin undoubtedly felt here, In

fact, she never felt-more foreign.

Growing up in Hobart, she never

+thought oighcrsclfns Chincse. Both

. parents were Chinese, but they
separated when she was small and

- she grew up with her mother and
two Cnucasian step-fathers, the
second being the Egyptologist and
writer, Leslie Greener.

Recalling her schooldays, she
says that for most of the 12 years
she was at 8t Mary's College in
Hobart, she and her sister were the
only children in the school of
Chinese deseent, and it never
occurrred to her that she was
dil"!‘grcnl.

J IN Gee Chin loft China in the

in Victoria, whore she wrote
Shouting from China. She now
works for Radio Australin.

Shouting from China is a per-
sonal account of frustration in
dealing with ineMeiency, inertia,
fear, ignorance, and terrible secre.
cy: of the Chinese view of overseas
Chinese ag a source of revenuo to

milked; of coping without
apeaking Mandarin; of the difficul-
ties besetting China in its nttempt
Lo modernise; of the letha in
Chinn which is so difTerent from
the industry and efficioncy of over-
seas Chinese; the effect of econe-
mic reform in creating wealth and
in polarising the rich and poor; and
of her despair over the lack of
human rights in China,

Chung writes of the thousands
of people who were publicly ex-
ccuted during the 1983 anti-crime
campaign, of the withering of the
198(??‘100 flowers campaign”.

tale of two lands

and hated the place, Chung writes
of the spell cast by Chinn. But she
is as critical of “romantit” in-
terprotations from flecting visitorn
as she ia of Wontern paliticinna
who value diplomatic alignment
nnd future trade above human
rights,

Despite her [hacination with
China, It is the frustration that
comes through most strongly in
Shouting from China.

She describes the problems radio
Journnlists face trying to be heard
shouting from China over inadequ-
ate telephone lines and poor con-
nections, trying to report from a
closed communist country, from a
position of segregation and
cultural isolation.

Even dealing with non-Chinese
wiR imBossihly difficult. Meeting
Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister,
Leonid Ilyichev, on his arrival in
October 1983, she asked him what

“
The land of Helene Chung's ancestors,

isolated her, frustrated her, frightened

her. As an overseas Chinese, she felt
foreign, as a non-Mandarin speaker, she

was left out, and as a lournalis_t_ she
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occurrred to her that she was
differont.

The worst she can remember
was the taunt “ching chong
Chinaman" when she started
school. She retalinted with "white
trash”, and that ended it. Later, at
the University of Tasmania, she
remembers losing the part of
Quecen Elizabeth in a revue be.
cause of her face.

There were few Chinese in
Hobart during her schooldays, and
the two main families were the
Henrys on her mother’s side, and
the Chungs on her father's side.
Her father was born in China. Her
mother was Jin Gee Chin's grand-
daughter,

Jin Gee Chin pmyemd in the
alluvial tin mines at Weldborough
. and his son, Jin Jiang, convert
to Catholicism, changed his name
to Henry, and established a thriv-
ing fruit and vegetable business in
. Hobart.
Three years in Beijing was r

that whifc China was the mﬁ'?ﬁr
* her forobears, it was not the
motherland,

Chung returned home in 1986 Lo
take up a visiting fellowship in
journalism at Deakin University

was left out, and as a journalist she
was frustrated by its secrecy. Even
more frustrating was the Western
world’s willingness to accept that

secrecy. MARGARETTA POS reports,

Chung writes that she only
peered into a few cracks nand
crevices of Chinese society, but
those cracks and crevices show a
ricture that Australian political
eaders choose to ignore,

Lcnding dissident, nnmphrai-
cist Prof Fang Lizhi, wnmx- led
from the party and dismi from
his university post for champion-
ing free speech and a frec press
du{lng the “100 flowers cam-

He survived, however. And in an
interview with Chung two weeks
ngo, he accused Governor General
designate _and former Foreign
Minister, Bill Hayden, of double

standards for his soft comments on
the violation of human rights in
Tibet compared with his condemn-
ation of the lack of human rights
in other parts of the world,
Admitting that she both loved

he expecled to be the outcome of
taiks aimed at normalising rela-
tions between the Soviet Union
and China.

“He placed a heavy paw on
cither side of my head, looked me
in the eyes and while stroking m
hair, growled, ‘You are beautifull
You &rl'o !bo“:;'\:tiful! }’ou“ kno\.;r'
everything at can | te u
He then rrooeeded to ml‘("' at
considerable length aboul the
weather”

On the point of departure, she
was flooded with relief: “I no
longer had to worry that in all the
secrecy surrounding China [ was
missing the big scoop. I no longer
had to wake up each morning and
switch on the short-wave radio,
afraid that I may have missed
reporting the death of Deng
Xinoping."
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